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explosives. The programme was to land parties in
Asia Minor and raid the Turkish Alines of com-
munication. Hazardous as the exploit would be^it
might have been successful under resolute leadership.
There was great enthusiasm in the camp when the
proposal was first explained. Every man professed
an ardent desire to revenge himself upon the Turk.
But when volunteers were called for the early enthu-
siasm died away. Not only was the initial response
to the appeal disappointing, but, of those who did
come forward, only a few completed the preliminary
course of instruction. The cautious Armenian, on
reflection, preferred to obtain his revenge vicariously,
and at the end it was very doubtful whether any one
of the volunteers would be willing to go. There was
nothing, therefore, in these conditions to do but to
abandon the undertaking. The next suggestion of
making use of the refugees came from Salonica.
That area was attempting to form a Mule Transport
Corps on the lines of the Egyptian Camel Transport
unit. The animals could be got if drivers only were
found. Salonica, therefore, asked Egypt for help, and
the Expeditionary Force bethought itself of the
Armenians in Port Said. The camp reported that at
least 600 of its residents were fit for the service pro-
posed, but when the call was made no more than
forty or fifty would volunteer. It was urged that some
measure of compulsion should be applied, at least to
the unmarried men of military age. For the space
of a year these individuals had eaten and drunk at the
expense of the British and Egyptian Governments,
and it was right that both should be relieved of the
further cost of maintaining in idleness a number of
able-bodied men. For their own good also it was
desirable to find the latter employment. The lazy
life of the camp was exercising terribly demoralizing
effects upon their character. But the suggestion did